Women and Voting

Why is it Important that Women Vote?

Thirty five million American women did not vote in the last presidential election. Nearly half of those
women said they did not vote because they did not feel part of the political process or they were not
interested in the election.

Since that election, laws about the minimum wage, equal pay for women, funding for child care programs,
and support for higher education have all come before Congress and the President.

Women have an enormous stake in electing representatives who will fight for adequate and equal
pay, and other issues important to women’s ability to provide for themselves and their families.

Here iswhy:

Poverty is an enormous problem for women in America.
» Thereare over 14 million women living in poverty in the United States — that's one out of every
eight adult women in the country.

*  Women are more than 40 percent more likely than men to live in poverty.

Women earn less money than men.

* Awoman earns on average 78 cents to aman’s dollar. However, this number is far worse for
women of color. African American women earn just 66 cents to the white male dollar, and
Latina women earn just 54 cents.

*  Women with children earn 10-15 percent less than women without children —a phenomenon
sometimes referred to as the “mommy tax.” There is not a comparable tax on men’s wages
when they become parents.

The jobs that women work are generally lower paying jobs.

» Eighty percent of women work in just 20 of 420 types of jobs. Many of these jobs have low
salaries, lack employee benefits, and lack opportunities to get promotions.

Women are far more likely to have care giving responsibilities than men.
* Between 59 and 75 percent of family caregivers are women.

» Alarge portion of poor women are single mothers. Thirty-seven percent of single mothers live in
poverty.
Women Work! The National Network for Women’s Employment

1625 K Street, NW Suite 300 ® Washington, DC 20006 ® 202-467-6346 ® FAX 202-467-5366
www.womenwork.org ® info@womenwork.org

WOMEN WORK!

The Natiznal Network for Wemen's Enployment



-2-

An Introduction to How American Women
Won the Right to Vote

1912 Theodore Rooseve|t took
Onawoman Suffrage

platform for his Bul| Moose
Republican party.

1869 The suffrage movement split into two
organizations: the National Woman
Suffrage Association and the American
Woman Suffrage Association.

1878 Woman Suffrage Amendment (190
Amendment) introduced in Congress.
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Online Resources

Resourcesfor Registering and Voting

Women Work!'s Single Mother Voter Engagement Project offers:
» State-specifi c voter registration information and online resources.
« State-specific absentee voting information and online resources.

Visit www.womenwor k.or g/lnetwor k/gotv/smvep.htm to learn more!

For moreinformation about how American women won theright tovote, visit
http:/Amww.suffragist.com/.

For moreinformation about American women'seconomic security, visit
http:/Amww.womenwork.org/policy/ourissues.htm.
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